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Our Mission

To build the political power necessary to ensure thriving coasts and oceans.

What We Do

Ocean Champions, a 501(c)(4) organization, withraneoted political action committee (Ocean
Champions PAC), is the first national organization of its kind focused solely on oceans and
ocean wildlife. Our goal is to create a political environment where protecting and restoring the
oceans is a priority oefleral and state governments. We do this by electingqaan
Congressional candidates and defeating bad ocean candidates. We then lobby members of
Congress to pass pazean laws and shoot down bills that would harm the ocean.

How We Are Unique

Ocean @ampions is the only ocean group focused on Congressional politics. By endorsing and
supporting preocean candidates in their election bids, we are building political power for the
oceans in Congress. We maintain a steady presence on Capitol Hill totowsirategic

lobbying activities and leverage our unigue relationships to get results. The members of
Congress are aware that our community is watching their performance, and they are aware that
we expect them to follow through on commitments made ters@nd to the general public.

No other nonprofit organization, and no other ocean group, works to elentgan
Congressional leaders and build strong relationships with members of Congress who champion
our oceans.

How WeOre Building A More R@ceanCongress

In their groundbreaking repotfurning the Tide: Charting a Course to Improve the Effectiveness

of Public Advocacy for the Oceans, Ocean Champions founders David Wilmot, Ph.D. and Jack

K. Sterne, Esq., outlined the need to participate fulljpénpolitical process. Ocean Champions

has uniquely filled this role since 2003. OC has helped to elect dozens of good ocean candidates
to Congress, and in the process, has developed strong relationships with committee chairs, party
leadership and many méers. Ocean Champions has been able to leverage these relationships

to place the oceans into the national policy conversation, and has begun to build a strong resume:

Electoral

In 2004, Ocean Champions PAC became the first ocean conservation orgamizatiovely

campaign for federal office candidates. The PAC endorsed and financially supported fourteen
candidates for the United States House and Senate (5 Republicans and 9 Democrats), with eleven
of those candidates winning, including two new members.

In 2006, Ocean Champions and Ocean Champions PAC endorsed and supported twenty
candidates for the U.S. House and Senate (8 Republicans and 12 Democrats). Sixteen candidates
won, including one new member of the House. Ocean Champions also ran a O8im® Pom



campaign to defeat Ocean Enemy #1 California Representative Richard Pombo. Our efforts,
joined by other leading environmental groups, resulted in the dramatic defeat of Rep. Pombo.

In 2008, Ocean Champions and Ocean Champions PAC further exparnd#édatse by

endorsing and supporting 34 candidates (28 House, 6 Senate), with 28 winning (23 House, 5
Senate). Six of these winners were new members, with three each in the House and Senate. In
several close races, Ocean Champions efforts helpecttipatance to the pracean candidate.

Legislative

Though young, Ocean Champions has already achieved several legislative victories, and that
influence continues to build. It was a major player in theuthorization of the Magnusen

Stevens fisheries magament law, and helped defeat a farm bill amendment that would have
created harmful fishing subsidies that would have further overcapitalized that indCesyry.

Champions in Congress helped protect the moratorium on new oil drilling off our coasts in 2006
and 2007. Ocean Champions has also been invited by senior leaders to propose beneficial ocean
projects for appropriations consideration.

Ocean Champions is now focused on several key pieces of legislation, all sponsored by its
Champions in Congress. #ang bill to fund research, planning and mitigation of Harmful

Algal Blooms (HABs) has been introduced by Champions Snowe and Nelson in the Senate, and
Castor and Mack in the House. Ocean Champions is working across its network to pass this
legislation n 2009. In addition, legislation to address major problems with national ocean policy
and governance has been introduced by Congressman Sam Farr and Senator Barbara Boxer.
Ocean Champions is working with a broad coalition to ensure that the criticabicentp of

these bills are put in place as soon as possible.

Ocean Champions works extensively with other ocean environmental organizations. We believe
that combining the individual strengths of many dedicated groups gives the ocean community a
far greate chance of success. In that regard, Ocean Champions looks for opportunities to partner
with other groups where we can leverage our unique relationships to move forward. We also
communicate frequently with our members to share news about politicianstdhne on ocean

issues and the successes our community has had in influencing policy. Ocean Champions then
delivers a focused voice when speakivith lawmakers. In this way)cean Championsreates

a circle of accountabilitthat leads to political out for the ocean conservation community and

its legislative initiatives.
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Ocean Champions is led by a partnership with expertise spanning ocean science, electoral and
legislative politics, organizational development, strategy, opesand environmental law. The
organizationOs diverse and committed board of directors and dedicated staff provide additional
strength.

David Wilmot, CoFounder and President

David Wilmot is a passionate ocean enthusiast who brings over twenty yeapeoénce in

ocean science, environmental policy, fpofit governance and fundraising, and political
advocacy to Ocean Champions. David received his MS and BS from the University of Georgia
where he also Géounded Students for Environmental AwarenBsaid traveled to the west

coast to study the recently discovered dsep hydrothermal vents and received his PhD in
marine biology from Scripps Institution of Oceanography, University of California, San Diego.
David continued his environmental work whaeScripps (worked with 2 fellow graduate

students to ban Styrofoam on campus and local beaches) and it became clear his passion was
advocacy. A National Sea Grant Marine Policy Fellowship at the National Research CouncilOs
Ocean Studies Board helped Dabietter understand ocean policy and the workings of
Washington, DC. Next came the jump to advocacy with service as the Executive Director of the
Ocean Wildlife Campaign (OWC) where for eight years he worked to build this coalition of six
national and inteational organizations into the leading voice for the conservation of large ocean
fishes. David has authored oraathored numerous ocean science and conservation articles.
David lives with his wife and two boys in the Santa Cruz area where they spentitime on

and in the ocean. When he is not enjoying the ocean, or remodeling his house, David trains in the
martial arts and has earned the rank of black belt in Sh&ynjiKarateDo.

Mike Dunmyer, Executive Director

Before joining Ocean Champioridjke was a serial entrepreneur, creating, developing and
leading strategy, finance, marketing and operations organizations as a Vice President in the
Fortune 500 world. Over this time, heOs developed deep expertise in organizational
development, managenteand strategy. During the past three years, Mike also served on the
Ocean Champions Board of Directors. During that time he led a successful strategic planning
and implementation effort and also managed the BoardOs Executive Committee. Mike has an
MBA from Duke UniversityOs Fuqua School of Business, and a BA in Economics from
Washington and Lee University. Mike has a great love for the ocean that comes from growing
up in California, Hawaii, and the Delaware shore. He is a surfer and a grassrodsfactive
Surfrider FoundationOs Capitol Chapter. Mike lives in Arlington, Virginia with his wife and two
daughters.

Jack Sterne, Géounder

Mr. Sterne is a lawyer and activist with over fifteen years of experience in ocean conservation,
public landsfisheries, and other environmental issues. Both in solo practice and as a staff



attorney at Trustees for Alaska, he represented a wide range of national, regional and local
conservation organizations in federal environmental litigation for more thanyeiafs,

achieving an impressive winning record. Mr. Sterne was the primary oceans attorney at Trustees,
where he caounseled the precedesgtting Steller sea lion litigation, which many credit with
producing the most significant changes in fishery managéepractices since passage of the
MagnusonrStevens Act in 1976. His expertise extends far beyond the courtroom, however, as he
has significant experience lobbying and representing conservation organizations before public
bodies like the North Pacific Fisly Management Council and in Congress, and has handled

much of the media, policy, and political work associated with Alaska oceans issues. He has a
J.D. from Lewis and Clark Northwestern School of Law in Portland, Oregon.

Board of Directors

Rob Moir, Chaman of the Board

Dr. Moir, Executive Director of the Ocean River Institute, is an educator, scientist and activist
with a proven history of institutional management and marine policy success. Dr. Moir has been
a leader of citizen science and effortglean up Salem Sound and Boston Harbor, as president

of the advocacy organizations Salem Sound Harbor Monitors, Salem Sound 2000 and later Save
the Harbor/Save the Bay (Boston), and through his appointment by the Secretary of Interior to
the Boston Harbadislands Partnership. He was formerly Curator of Natural History at the
Peabody Essex Museum, Curator of Education at the New England Aquarium and Executive
Director of the Discovery Museums in Acton, Massachusetts. Dr. Moir was awarded a Switzer
Environnental Fellowship from the Robert & Patricia Switzer Foundation and the James
Centorino Award for Distinguished Performance in Marine Education, by the National Marine
Educators Association, which he also served as president. He was Sea Educationdgkssociati
first assistant scientist to work consecutive voyages of the R.V. Westward in 1979 and 1980, a
major gifts officer for his alma mater, Hampshire College and serves today on the Board of
Trustees of his alma mater, the Cambridge School of WestorMddrhas a Ph.D. in

Environmental Studies and a Masters of Science and Teaching from Antioch New England
Graduate School in Keene, New Hampshire, and corticated of studies from the Marine
Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole. Dr. Moir played an importamt significant role in the
founding of Ocean Champions.

Samantha Campbell, Boardmember

Samantha Campbell is the Program Director of the Pacific Grants Office of The Keith Campbell
Foundation for the Environment, which was founded by her father in 1999 haddquartered

in Annapolis, MD. Her grants portfolio centers around marine conservation issues, although she
strives to find projects with innovative approaches to a variety of environmental challenges, and
she has a passion for effective communicatiStimulating interest and involvement in ocean
conservation and approaching problems with a practical and straightforward style are some of
Samantha's commitments to her work as a grantmaker. Ms. Campbell has a BFA in Advertising
Design from Syracuse Wrersity.



David H. Festa, Boardmember

Mr. Festa directs the Oceans Program at Environmental Defense, where he oversees a team of
more than twenty scientists, attorneys, economists and other professionals in eleven regional or
project offices. Until Janugr2001, he was Director of Policy and Strategic Planning at the
Department of Commerce, where he received Departmental and agency awards for distinguished
service. Prior to that, Mr. Festa was the deputy director for the Center for Clean Air Policy, in
Wagdhington, D.C. He began his career as a journalist working for a variety of publications
including The Economist, where he was nominated for the Glaxo Award for science journalism.
He is a Visiting Scholar at Oregon State University. Mr. Festa has a MasiRarklic Policy

from Harvard UniversityOs Kennedy School of Government.

Kim Haddow, Boardmember

Ms. Haddow is the Director of Communications for the Sierra Club. From 1995 to 2005, she was
president of Haddow Communications, Inc., a strategic planoamymunications, and

consulting and advertising firm specializing in branding, targeting, and promoting the work of
nonprofit organizations. Prior to starting her firm in 1995, Ms. Haddow spent eight years at
Greer, Margolis, Mitchell & Burns in WashingtoD.C., where she provided media strategy and
produced advertising for twentwo statewide candidate and initiative campaigns, ranging from
the Virginia gubernatorial campaign of Douglas Wilder to codification of Roe v. Wade in
Washington State. She igeaduate of Washington College in Maryland and Loyola University

of the SouthOs Institute of Politics.

David H. Klipstein, Boardmember

David H. Klipstein, currently Executive VP and Founder of Reaction Design, has over 45 years
of chemical pollution contl and energy industry experience in planning and directing,

technology development and commercialization of new process design tools for those markets.
Dr Klipstein received his BS in Chemical Engineering from Princeton University then worked as
a procesgngineer at American Cyanamid for three years before enrolling in MIT to receive
MasterOs and ScD degrees with a minor in economics. Following graduation, Dr. Klipstein spent
10 years with Union Carbide working in coatings and new products marketing pefloling to

his environmental interest by joining pollution control supplier, Research Cottrell. There, he
headed research and long range planning for two years before taking charge of their division
responsible for supplying pollution control systemsdoal power plants. In 1985, Dr. Klipstein

left Research Cottrell to participate in founding and growing two-sfadompanies, Biosym
Technologies and Reaction Design. Their purpose has been to focus on developing and
marketing computebased simulatiosoftware to decrease the development cost and time to
market of advanced pollution control for transportation fuels, engines and power turbines.
Concurrent with this Dr. Klipstein has been active as a board member of Earth Justice. There his
primary focushas been on helping to establish and grow their International Division who now
leads EJOs activities in Arctic Ocean sustainability and global warming. Complimentary to that,
Dr. Klipstein has helped to connect Earth Justice to Scripps Institute of Qcagimp (SIO) by
facilitating a series of annual lectures by Steve Roady, Earth JusticeOs principfdassth

lawyer, for SIOOs MS and PhD programs on ocean policy (CMBC)



Michael Sutton, Boardmember

Mr. Sutton serves as Vice President and DirectaneiQenter for the Future of the Oceans at the
Monterey Bay Aquarium. Previously, Sutton headed the Marine Fisheries Program at the David

& Lucile Packard Foundation, the largest private funder of wildlife conservation in North

America, for five years. Hdsb spent ten years with World Wildlife Fund, founding and

directing WWFOs Endangered Seas Campaign, a worldwide effort to promote the conservation of
marine fisheries and ecosystems. While at WWF, hi@aonded the Marine Stewardship

Council, a businesgieironment partnership, and the Marine Fish Conservation Network, a
coalition working to protect and conserve marine species in the United States. Sutton has a
bachelorOs degree in wildlife biology from Utah State University and a degree in international

and natural resources law from George Washington University.

Special Advisers

Carol Davis

Ms. Davis is a philanthropist and activist with a tremendous interest in the future of the worldOs
oceans. Her primary involvement has been with the World Wildlifedras an active member of

the Marine Leadership Committee and with the Monterey Bay Aquarium as both a major donor
and handsn volunteer in a number of areas. Ms. Davis has worked in the industrial machinery
sector in marketing and marketing communiaaicas well as with a computer software stigrt

Ms. Davis is a graduate of the University of Chicago in political science and the Graduate School
of Business of the University of Chicago in marketing and finance.

Beth Sullivan

As Executive Director ofhie League of Conservation Voters Education Fund for seven years,
Ms. Sullivan managed its massive and rapid growth from an organization of 5 staff with a budget
of $800,000 in 1996 to one of 40 staff with a $12 million budget by 2001. For the ten years
preceding her tenure at LCV Education Fund, she was the Chief Executive Officer of the
Campaign Design Group, a Washington, D.C. political consulting firm that designed the winning
campaigns for two longhot candidates in 1992: Senator Barbara Boxer ofdBaii and

Senator Patty Murray of Washington State. In addition to her work at the Campaign Design
Group, Ms. Sullivan has staffed numerous campaigns, having helped elect 4 members of
Congress, 75 state legislators, four mayors, and six city council mensberis currently an
independent campaign consultant. Ms. Sullivan holds a B.A. in Philosophy from Dickinson
College and a MURP from George Washington University.

*Names and organization names are for identification purposes only.
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Wha is Ocean Champions?

Ocean Champions, a 501(c)(4) organization, with a connected political action committee (Ocean
Champions PAC), is the first national organization of its kind focused solely on oceans and
ocean wildlife. Its goal is to develop a brobghartisan base of supporters from which to

cultivate political champions for ocean conservation in the U.S. Congress and in key states.
Ultimately, the aim is to create a political environment where protecting and restoring the oceans
is a priority of fe@ral and state governments.

Why was Ocean Champions created?

Ocean Champions was founded in 2003 to address the oceansO glaring need for political attention
and defenders in Congress. In the past, a lack of engagement in electoral politics had impacted
ocean conservationistsO ability to influence national policy. As a result, ocean community
priorities were overlooked and the voices of other interests carried the day. Ocean ChampionsO
mission is to change that situation and create a political envirdrmhene protecting our oceans

is a priority of federal and state governments.

Who are the Champions for the oceans?

There are two types of Champions: Ocean ChamplonsO grassroots members, and our champions
in Congress. If you love the ocean and are angpitad for ocean conservation, you can be an
Ocean Champion. Our supporters, who number in the thousands and can be found all over the
country, help us build support for ocean conservation with members of Congress. By voicing

their support for the oceairsa variety of ways and by voting on behalf of the oceans, our
supporters and members help us achieve victory. Our Congressional Ocean Champions fight for
the oceans on Capitol Hill, creating policies that will ensure the health of our oceans for future
generations. The Ocean Champions staff and Board of Directors works to serve as the link
between these two groups to ensure that the message of ocean conservation reaches Congress
and that political leaders act to improve the state of our oceans.

What s the philosophy of Ocean Champions?

Ocean ChampionsO philosophy is that the diverse ocean user community is a critical ingredient to
saving the oceans. We believe that fishermen, divers, surfers, sailors, kayakers, boaters,
beachgoers, environmentalistedeothers who have a direct and passionate connection to the
oceans make up a huge constituency that has the power to persuade Congress and state
legislatures to take action to protect the oceans. Ocean Champions is the focused voice and the
political powe for these stakeholders. Ocean Champions actively seeks to work with all of these
groups to advance progressive solutions to safeguard our oceans.



Where is Ocean Champions located?

Ocean Champions is headquartered in Capitola, California, and hherawifice in Washington

D.C. Its Congressional Ocean Champions are found, for the most part, in coastal districts and
states, but many neroastal members have deep emotional connections to the ocean, regardless
of where their constituency is located.e@n ChampionsO supporters and members can be found
across the United States.

How is Ocean Champions funded?

Ocean Champions receives most of its support from individuals who understand how our
mission translates to a better future for our oceans. A gihlteigh no less significant, share of
its funding comes from public foundations. Ocean Champions is and will remain committed to
keeping its operating costs low to focus funding on its electoral and lobbying efforts.

How can | become an Ocean Champion?

There are many ways to engage Ocean Champions and to lend your voice to the chorus of ocean
enthusiasts working to build political power. To join Ocean Champions and help build a more
pro-ocean Congress, please go to www.oceanchampions.org and clitéo@jobuteO. By

joining, youOre helping ensure that Ocean Champions can keep working to build political
champions for the oceans, so we can all enjoy pristine beaches, clean ocean waters, and abundant
fish and wildlife for generations to come. You caspabarticipate by joining Ocean ChampionsO
email list, which will enable you participate in focused grassroots lobbying efforts. Finally, you
can follow Ocean Champions on Facebook

(http://www facebook.com/OceanChampions?ref=tsnkedin
(http://www.linkedin.com/groups?qid=1926636&trk=hb_sidg @Change.org
(http://www.change.org/ocean_champiprend Twitter fittps://twitter.com/OceanChampigns




